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True Life: I’m Graduating High School

Brittany: Well here we are…the graduating class of 2008, and while we were pondering what all of this means to move on in our life, some deep philosophical questions came to mind

Ellen: Like the one presented by Derek Zoolander…..“Have you ever wondered if there was more to life other than being really, really, ridiculously good-looking?” 

Brittany: we say yes… but it also helps to be really, really, ridiculously good-looking

Ellen: But Derek Zoolander was used to being a big star. We are just high school students who are graduating. 

Brittany: This is our life and it is real. However, like a television show or movie, it might feel like we are wrapped up in the drama or the pressures.

Ellen:  We might find ourselves caught in a romance or a romance gone terribly wrong. We may find adventure or even be called upon to be a hero, but we are the stars. 

Brittany: Yes, there are similarities between the tv and movies we grew up with and our own lives. Today, however, we would like to call this show TRUE LIFE: I’m graduating high school. 

Ellen: Now we would like to introduce some of the stars of this hit show because our graduation class of ’08 have done a lot to help continue the blockbuster success that Apple Valley High School has experience over the years including: more fine arts state champions than any other school in Minnesota 

Brittany: 134 individual state championships, being ranked number 3 in overall athletic state championships in the state

Ellen:  73 speech and debate individual state champions, our science Olympiad team was top 3 in the state for 14 out of the 23 years we’ve participated, 

Brittany: track and field teams had a phenomenal year with Kylie Peterson leading the way and breaking a Minnesota record for the 100 meter,

Ellen: chess team was top five in state again this year, we’re ranked top 5 for speech in the nation and number 3 for wrestling, 

Brittany: we have some accomplished musicians who are continuing their musical education in select schools, won powder puff football two years in a row,

Ellen: and put two male cheerleaders on the squad; manleaders if you will. 

Brittany: We can see that as a class, we have a lot to be proud of.  We have accomplished a lot and overcome a lot. 

Ellen: But if we were to give this class an award for its biggest accomplishment, we are proud to announce that this class, 

Both: the class of 2008 is…
Brittany: the biggest class to ever go through Apple Valley High School.
Ellen: Alright, so it’s not an academy award, but it is something that sets us apart from other classes. 
Brittany: The administration was pretty worried about us coming in. 

Ellen: They called us “the bump” 

Brittany: and they remodeled the school because according to Derek Zoolander, it needed to be 

Ellen: “at LEAST three times bigger, because how were they expected to teach children how to read if they couldn’t fit inside the building?” 

Brittany: Actually you know what; we think being the largest class IS a big accomplishment because there are many challenges to being in such a big high school. Ellen: Everybody is trying to find a way to stand out and be noticed. 

Brittany: There is one more thing that we all have in common and that we can brag about for the rest of our lives; we are the last class from Apple Valley High School that can say we went to school with Francisco Serrano. 
Ellen: Now, not only are we the biggest class, but in terms of individual accomplishments and teamwork and definitely not to brag but to quote TV’s Anchorman Ron Burgundy  “We’re kind of a big deal.”
Brittany:  However, high school is not all about being the best or the biggest, but it is about being faced with choices that constantly test our character and ultimately reveal the people we are becoming. A lot of things might have happened that we did not plan for, but as cliché as this is about to sound, it is those things that did not work out that really tested our true character. 
Ellen: Not all of us might have appreciated Apple Valley High School to its fullest but it was a place that let us make mistakes and grow. All of these learning opportunities really taught us a lot of life lessons, whether we saw the meaning immediately or not. 

Ellen: We can all honestly say that we do not always make the right choices when it comes to friends or school, and much of that is our responsibility. There are times, however, just like a bad daytime TV show, when a lot of pressure is being put on us to act irrational. 

Brittany: Take Jerry Springer for instance. Most of us would not want our private lives broadcasted, but with hundreds of people yelling “JERRY, JERRY” sometimes we want to fight that backstabbing ex-girlfriend of your second husband’s brother-in-law… who has a questionable career. 
Ellen: Now on a high school scale it may not come to that, but pressures are all around us, egging us on, leaving us with a choice of whether to resist it or give in. It is important for all of us to remember that the lessons we have learned here can be applied later in life and that we have the opportunity to continually become better people. 

Brittany: We have all had days where we wish we could crawl back into our hole and change our identity and be like McLovin’ or McDreamy. And this is part of our message that we wanted to present today, our identity depends on the choices we make. 

Ellen: Our inspiration today comes from two different scenes our own “TRUE Life ” movie.  Both scenes involve 12 year olds who have made some very important and powerful choices. 
Brittany: Scene one comes from a day that I was doing a courage retreat with Valley Middle School. The last activity that we were doing for the day is called the pebble in the water. One student would walk up to the microphone but a pebble in a bowl of water, and then shared how they wanted to change by being more courageous. A kid walked up to the microphone who we had heard from some of the teachers was a student who was severely picked on throughout this year. He put his pebble in the water and said that he wanted to practice the courage to get through his day. He continued on by saying that he was aware that people picked on him and he wasn’t getting mad at them in fact if anything he was forgiving them. He then wanted to thank one particular student for helping him one day in the beginning of the year pickup his books when other students had tripped him. He said that everyone else was laughing or staring at him and one girl just lent a hand. His courage, his choice that day enable others to come forward and speak about their own personal experiences. This reminds us that our choices hold significance beyond our own self interest. 

Ellen: Scene two, Craig Kielburger was 12 years old when he saw the newspaper photo that would change his life. The photo showed a young Pakistani boy who had been forced into child labor at 5 years old. The boy, now 12, had been murdered for bringing the world’s attention to the terrible conditions endured by children working in the carpet making industry. “I saw him as a hero for speaking out about child labor,” says Kielburger. “I suddenly understood that a young person could make a difference.” Kielburger decided to educate himself about human rights. He became so passionate about it that he gathered some classmates to form Free the Children. Staffed largely by youth, Free the Children has built over 420 schools in the developing world, has provided 9 million US dollars in medical supplies, and has been nominated three times since 2002 for the Nobel Peace Prize. At the age of 26, he is a best selling author of “Me to We,” cofounder of Leaders today, a youth leadership training organization, and a Nelson Mandela Human Rights Award recipient. So what can we take from Kielburger? His advice “The change states within each one of us.” 

Brittany: We can learn a lot from these two students because even though they were just kids they found something that they cared about and chose act. 

Ellen: Our choices big or small can affect so many people and events, we need to realize the great potential within ourselves and share it with others. 
Brittany: We’d like to leave you with two inspirational quotes from our favorite wizards. As Dumbledore states “It is not our abilities that show what we truly are, it is our choices.” 

Ellen: And to quote Snape, “Now is the time that we must choose between what is right and what is easy.” 

Brittany: So class of 2008, choose wisely. Embrace the starring role you will play as you leave this set and go to the next location. 

Ellen: And as we leave Apple Valley, I think it’s safe to say it’s a wrap, 

Brittany: but as for the next chapters in our life… it’s LIGHTS

Ellen: CAMERA

Both:  ACTION. 
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