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Mr. Degenaar, faculty, families, friends and graduates of the class of 2006, I have a confession to make.  I am a music addict.  By the time May rolled around I was more interested in the new Red Hot Chili Peppers album than in graduating.  Coincidentally, the last Chili Pepper album came out in the fall of our freshman year, so it seems fitting that we now come full circle.  My music obsession even bled over when I was writing this speech as I tried to find ways to squeeze in as many musical references as possible.  It turns out that this speech actually is founded on music.  Well, really three song titles.  You see, we have learned a lot here in our four years at Apple Valley High School, and we are as prepared as we will ever be to step out of our little suburb and into the world.  But I hope that before we all take that step that you can take these three songs with you along the way, because I believe each of them has an important message for us as we move on.  These songs today will remind us to think outside the box, to wait for our turn, and finally to just have fun.


After he was done being in the greatest band of all time, John Lennon continued his musical endeavors.  While our school paper recently decided that "Instant Karma" was the best song written by Lennon, I believe that "Imagine" gives us more inspiration for the future.  Although our imaginations may have shrunk a little from what they were when we were children, each of us still has dreams and wishes we hope to fulfill.  These yearnings should not go ignored.  As Albert Einstein said, imagination is more important than knowledge, and Casey Casum reminds us to keep our feet on the ground and keep reaching for the stars. Perhaps there is no better proof of the power of imagination than the story of Walt Disney.  At the age of 26, Disney created the beloved character of Mickey Mouse from some ideas he had on a train ride.  The rest, as they say, is history.  From animated classics and a successful television channel, to timeless songs and exhilarating theme parks, the impacts of one man's imagination have changed and conquered the world.  In Disney's own words, while discussing his theme park, "Disneyland will never be completed.  It will continue to grow as long as there is imagination in the world."  Hey, if a guy can become an international hero from creating a talking, pants-wearing mouse, then surely we can do the same.  He may be a dreamer, but after all, he's not the only one.  While we may have learned that imagination will not take us to far away countries or give us that perfect gift, our imaginations are a powerful tool that help us see possible solutions to impossible problems or, if nothing else, help whittle away an afternoon.  


Guns N' Roses may not have known much about graduating from high school, but they do give us some good advice as we seek out our future hopes:  "Take it slow, and things will be just fine.  All we need is just a little patience."  Although there isn't one of us here today who wouldn't love to find a check for a million dollars in his or her graduation party collection, and I'm still a little sour that that didn't happen to me, the truth is success does not happen over night.  As Thomas Edison reminds us, "Everything comes to him who hustles while he waits."  Milton Hershey, the chocolate king, filed for bankruptcy four times before he finally made his millions with his chocolate bars.  Henry Ford didn't find success until his third company, the Ford Motor Company.  What each of these people tells us is that success is often times one more step away.  What we must remember is that patience is often times that one step that provides the way.  Patience doesn't just mean time, it also means being able to understand others around us, our friends as well as our opponents.  While it may be easy to dismiss unpopular or different ideas, we may never know when the right idea or the right person may come along.  As Guns N' Roses tell us, patience will help us come together fine, and we do have what it takes to make it.

And as we move into the future, let's try to have a little fun while we work.  Anyone who has seen the movie "Animal House" knows that the most fun in that movie occurs in the scene with Otis Day & the Knights performing "Shout."  Besides providing a great background tune for a toga party, this song provides a message for us, telling us to lift our voices.  We all have something to shout about, something that makes us unique in our own ways.  Some of us show great artistic talents while others show promise in athletics.  Some of us will be great leaders and some of us will be the best friends anyone could ever hope for.  Jack Kerouac, a beat writer from the 1950s, once stated, "The only people for me are the mad ones, the ones who are mad to live, mad to talk, mad to be saved...the ones who never yawn or say a commonplace thing, but burn..." While we shouldn't go completely mad, Kerouac tells us to be enthusiastic and to love what we do, so whatever our skills may be, let's shout them out and tell the world what we can do.  We shouldn't be afraid to shout or share our opinions either.  Just as we all have our own abilities, we each have our own views and beliefs, and none of us need be worried about what others think about them.  As the author S.I. Hayakawa tells us, "I'm going too speak my mind because I have nothing to lose." And most important, let us shout out today and at every celebration in our lives.  Life is too much fun to take too seriously, and in the immortal words of Ferris Bueller, "Life moves pretty fast, if you don't stop and look around every once in a while, you could miss it."  

And now, in the words of Axl Rose, where do we go?  Where do we go now?  For each one of us, it is a different place.  Each of us will face our own challenges and claim our own prizes when we get there.  For some of us, we will arrive there quickly, and for others, we will take our good old time. But each of us is now better prepared than we were four years ago for what lies ahead, and taking what we learned from our time at Apple Valley High School, we all will be successful.  And while we will never stop learning and finding new experiences, I'll conclude tonight with a modified quote from Alice Cooper:  "School's out for summer! High school's out forever!" Congratulations Class of 2006, and may each of us find our own song.

