






Creating Meaningful Final Assessments:  Alternatives to Scan Tran Final Tests

The purpose of a final assessment is to determine if the students got “it.”  First, you have to determine what “it” is.  Once you have done this, you have to ask, what is the best means of measuring the “it”?  If you want to measure how well they have memorized a list of facts or details, then a multiple choice test or objective test is the way to go.  If however, you want to measure their ability to critically evaluate or assess something, than you will need to get them to do something else.  

Here are just a few examples of what you can to do get to that “critical thought” stage of assessment.  

Essay Tests (Constructed Response / On-Demand Writing)

Group Essays:  Assign a multi-layered essay test to groups and have them work together to produce a response. The smaller the group, the better.

Group Discussions:  See me if you would like the “Discussion Circle” hand-outs.  

60 Minute Projects:

Assign a meaningful project that can be completed in a relatively short amount of time.  For example, I will offer the following options.


1.  Write a Final for this class.  It must have 10 T/F, 5 matching, 5 multiple choice, 2 essay questions, and 1 answer key.


2.  Book Review (I’ll provide a template for them to write on.  They fill-out the template then go to the computer lab to produce a final draft.)


3.  Podcast (Once again, I give them a template of what I want them to say, have them fill it out, and when they are ready, I record them reading their reflection on my computer.)


4.  Art (Students are asked to produce a visual rendition of a concept along with a paragraph or two describing what they have created and how it fits.)


5.  Interview (I give students the chance to take the test orally.)

Online Discussions:  Bulletin  Boards, wikis or blogs

Silent Discussions:  Give students prompts, they write for three minutes and then pass the sheet to the next person, who responds in writing.  Pass the sheet on and give the class another new prompt.  Etc.  

Multi-Media Presentations:  Powerpoints, home made videos, podcasts etc.

Speeches:  Assign topics discussed throughout the trimester to students.  Give them a day or so to write a 2-3 minute speech on that topic addressing what it was and why it was important to the class.  

“When considering an assessment, it helps to remember an acronym. . . WYTIWYG (pronounced ‘witty wig’), which stands for ‘What you test is what you get.  The acronym reminds me to consider the importance that my assessment plays in drawing deeper thinking from my students.  In other words, if I measure my students’ thinking through shallow assessments, I will receive shallow thinking from them; if I measure their thinking through assessments that require deeper thinking, I will receive deeper thinking from them.


Judi Conroy, who teaches in the Education Department at the University of California at Irvine, underscores the importance WYTIWYG plays in drawing deeper thinking from students by having her teaching candidates consider the value of various reading assessments:  a traditional multiple-choice test and essay test. Consider these two forms of assessment with Conroy’s central questions in mind:  What kind of thinking is valued in each of these assessments?


The multiple-choice questions value shallow thinking, and so they inspire surface-level thinking. The essay questions value deeper thinking, and when they are used in assessment, they move students to a deeper level of comprehension.  In my classroom, the assessment drives the level of thinking:  knowing the assessment ahead of time elicits better teaching from me and deeper learning from my students.  In short, if I really want to know whether my students “got it,”  I must start with an assessment that will get them there.”


--Taken from Kelly Gallagher’s Deeper Reading   














Doug Buehl offers the following question frames for students in helping them to question texts.  You may want to consider them as you construct your final, as well.    (I appreciate his new twist on Bloom’s original.)
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•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.
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•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.























Level of Thinking�
Comprehension Statement�
Focusing Questions�
�
Creating�
I have developed an interpretation of what this text means.�
Why is the author telling me this information?�
�
Evaluating�
I can critically examine this author’s information.�
Who is the author and how has the author’s perspective influenced this information? �
�
Analyzing�
I can take my understanding to a deeper level.�
How is this information delivered?�
�
Applying�
I can use my understanding in some meaningful way.�
How can I connect this information to my life?�
�
Understanding�
I can understand what the author is telling me.�
What does the text mean? �
�
Remembering�
I can follow what happens in the text.  �
What does the text say?�
�
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News


Posting:  Reminder that if you choose literacy as your goal, you must post what you have done, in writing, at avreading.org/bb.  





Poetry:  Check out the following website for a poem a day.  


http://www.loc.gov/poetry/180/p180-list.html





New Technologies:  If you get a chance to see Dan Seppala, ask him about how he has started to use “Smart Board” technology in his classes.  It’s pretty interesting.  









































“A truly good book teaches me better than to read it. I must soon lay it down, and commence living on its hint. What I began by reading, I must finish by acting.”


--Henry David Thoreau

















Taxonomy of Self-Questioning Chart 
































