








Recently I have started to experiment with a Wiki.  I like them because they offer yet another unique way of expression for students.  Wikis offer something different from blogs and digital bulletin boards.  Bulletin boards are a good place for online, ongoing discussions.  Blogs are a good place for individual student expression, if you don’t really require or desire much interaction.  Wikis are a great way to pool information and show how “things” connect.  (Take a look at the wiki I stared at avreading.org, look under links for avreadingwiki.) Here is a little more about Wikis and how they can be used.


What is a wiki?

A wiki is a web site that lets any visitor become a participant:  you can create or edit the actual site contents without any special technical knowledge or tools. All you need is a computer with an Internet connection. A wiki is continuously “under revision.” It is a living collaboration whose purpose is the sharing of the creative process and product by many. One famous example is Wiki-pedia, an online encyclopedia with no “authors” but millions of contributors and editors. The word "wiki" comes from Hawaiian language, meaning "quick" or "fast."

Who uses wikis?

    Wikis are used in the “real world” (outside of K-12 schools) by people collaborating on projects or trying to share things online, such as family information and photos, technical information from users of a product, data from a research and development project, wine expertise, travel journals from abroad, club or specialty information, or projects like collaborative cookbooks.

    Sometimes they are used for free expression, such as a youth group online graffiti space. College and university courses seem to be using wikis far more than the K-12 community right now. In K-12 education, wikis are being used by educators to conduct or follow-up after professional development workshops or as a communication tool with parents. The greatest potential, however, lies in student participation in the ongoing creation and evolution of the wiki.

What is the difference between a wiki and a blog?

    A blog, or web log, shares writing and multimedia content in the form of “posts” (starting point entries) and “comments” (responses to the posts). While commenting, and even posting, are open to the members of the blog or the general public, no one is able to change a comment or post made by another. The usual format is post-comment-comment-comment, and so on. For this reason, blogs are often the vehicle of choice to express individual opinions.

    A wiki has a far more open structure and allows others to change what one person has written. This openness may trump individual opinion with group consensus.

--Taken from TeachersFirstHome (http://www.teachersfirst.com/content/wiki/)

William S. Gray, an American academic and reading researcher from the early half of the 20th century, is credited with the mantra, “Every teacher a teacher of reading.”  For years, schools have embraced this idea, hoping that content area teachers would accept the notion that we should all be teaching reading in our classes.  


However, we have missed the mark a little.  First, many content area teachers resent the idea that some subjects are held in higher esteem than others.  Second, teachers generally feel uncomfortable trying to teach reading because they have little or no training.  Additionally, teaching reading was not what they had envisioned teaching in their classes.  Third, content area literacy hasn’t offered anything that strikes teachers as new or even unique to the specific disciplines.  Instead, the school will try to promote a study skill or strategy—like SQR3 or K-W-L—that has been has been around for quite some time.  But what is new?  And what has been specifically tailored to the needs and demands of each discipline?


As content area literacy passes into a new phase, our emphasis will change.  At the moment universities are researching the specific demands of social studies, science, and math to find reading skills that apply to each of the disciplines.  Since each discipline has its own unique vocabulary, text structure, and even organization, each will demand a different type of reading.  Consequently, we hope to design reading activities that are a more natural and authentic fit to the curriculum being taught.  


Re-defining Content Area Reading could change the perception, leaving behind the old view of note taking and study skills where the transmission of knowledge is paramount, and adopting a newer view that would help students construct meaning for themselves through guided practice.

















A few months ago, I wrote about the need to ask the right type of questions of our students and to challenge them to ask the same type of questions.  Here is a good checklist of characteristics of good questions.  














Individual Highlights:


Inside Story	2


Inside Story	3


Inside Story	4


Inside Story	5


Inside Story	6


Inside Story	7


Last Story	8





Special Interest Articles:





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.























I ask questions that are appropriately phrased and understood by students.


I ask questions that require students to think at various intellectual levels.


My questions follow a logical sequence.


Student responses are used to guide my next questions.


My questions are consistent with the intended goals or objectives of the lesson.


I ask questions that assess student understanding.


I ask processing questions if a student’s answer is incomplete or superficial.


I encourage students to answer difficult questions by providing or rephrasing.


I avoid close-ended questions that restrict student’s demonstration of learning. 


 





From Slack, J. (1998) Questioning strategies to improve student thinking and comprehension
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News


Posting:  Reminder that if you choose literacy as your goal, you must post what you have done, in writing, at avreading.org/bb.  


Poetry:  I am interested in hearing from you about poetry.  Do you read poetry? Who is your favorite poet?  And what is it you enjoy about reading poetry as a form?   


We Beat the Streets:  This biography of three boys growing up in Newark, New Jersey is quite impressive.   The story follows them from their life on the streets to their lives as doctors.   If you’re looking for a good inspirational story, here it is.  












































“High-stakes assessments are used to focus responsibility for students’ failure and success on schools, and this has the effect of placing the entire burden for students’ education and well-being on parents, teachers, schools, and administrators and not on the social system that contributes to such poverty that influences certain students’ reading development in the first place.”  


--Peter Afflerbach 2008, Understanding and Using Reading Assessment




















Asking Questions 
































