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The following is an excerpt from this month’s Journal of Adolescent and Adult Literacy.  It describes how a Think Aloud can be used in a science classroom.  Though I have written about Think Alouds before, I am providing this again, as another great model of how they can be used in the classroom.  Below are the concluding thoughts of the article that explains their importance. And on the backside of this month’s newsletter, you can see a sample of how a Think Aloud can be used in class.  


If we are ever going to radically change the literacy achievement of the majority of adolescent youth, we must alter the significant amounts of time they spend doing independent work, reading from books that are too hard, and being asked questions based on things they have not read.  We must ensure that students are not merely physically present, coasting from class to class in an unspoken agreement with adults to behave as long as they challenge remains low.  We need to scaffold the experiences students have with texts so that they develop repertoires and habits for reading them.  To do so requires significant teacher modeling as well as extensive class discussions.  Interactive comprehension instruction, through think-alouds based on shared readings, can contribute to the success of students, providing them with tangible and authentic experiences for reading.  Over time, across content areas, and with repeated practice, students will begin to incorporate these thinking processes into their interactions with texts.  Only then will we see the achievement gap close and students engage in reading and writing.


Lapp, D., Fisher, D., and Grant, M. (2008) “You can read this text.” Journal of Adolescent and Adult Literacy,  51, 372-383.
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Here is an activity I got from Readingquest.org.  You can visit this site for a number of content area literacy strategies if you are looking for something useful.


Whether activating background knowledge or checking understanding after studying a topic, a carousel brainstorm allows you to have students pull out and think about what they know about subtopics within a larger topic.


Begin by putting students in groups of 3 or 4. Give each group a sheet of newsprint/chart paper. Each group's sheet has a different subtopic written on it. One student serves as the recorder and has a particular color of magic marker. Explain that the students will have a short time (say, 30 seconds) to write down on their chart paper all the terms they can think of that they associate with their topic. Explain up front that you will then have them pass their sheet over to the next group, and a new topic will be passed to them. At the end of the 30 seconds, have them pass their sheets to the next group. After three or four passings, you will probably want to extend the writing time to 40 seconds, then 45 seconds, because all the easy ideas will have been taken. Keep having students brainstorm, write, and pass until each group has had a chance to add ideas to each of the subtopic sheets. Let them pass it the final time to the group who had each sheet first.


--Reading Quest, Susan Rubel
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Think Aloud in Action:
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News


Look What’s On My Shelf:  Stop by Room 132 and see the new poster I have up.  If you would like one, let me know.  


 


Posting:  Reminder that if you choose literacy as your goal, you must  post what you have done, in writing, at avreading.org/bb.  





SORLA:  Looking for some good summer credits.  SORLA offers some excellent,  high-quality courses that will earn you credit.  They  are quick, four day classes on subjects regarding literacy.  See me for details.  





Lit Planning Comm:  Join us for our next meeting in Room 132 on March 12 at 2:30.  















































“There is more treasure in books than in all the pirates’ loot on Treasure Island.”


--Walt Disney

















Carousel:  Building Background or Checking Understanding
































