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Ivey and Broaddus (2001) in their study made some rather interesting discoveries about adolescent students.  One, the idea that they hate reading is not entirely true.  Two, that if given time to read, and ideally some choice, they actually enjoy it.  


Betsy Hammond of The Oregonian interviewed a group of students recently and found similar results. She observed that they didn’t hate reading exactly.  They just simply were not given much time to do so.  After the classes, homework, jobs, and co-curriculars, they—according to Hammond—would rather relax by doing other things—texting, spend time on the internet, computer games, and of course TV.  


I recently sat down with a teacher to discuss a new unit she had used in class.  As an interesting side effect of this new unit, students were given two or three days of the week to read—averaging about 25 minutes on those days for actual reading.  Her comment was that students not only appreciated and used the time, but they seemed to be more willing to actually read the text.


My message this month is simple.  Sometimes, it is okay to set aside time for students to read the assignments in class—or at least part of them. 


Here are some suggestions.  When giving students time in class, have a clear objective or purpose for the reading.  Second, give them very specific things to look for.  Third, find someway to hold them accountable; note taking, exit slips, think / pair / share etc.  Fourth, circulate throughout the classroom.  Do not sit behind your desk and correct papers or send off emails etc.  The moment they see that you don’t care, heads will hit the table and it becomes sleepy time.   














Getting students to take more ownership, not only of their readings but of their discussions, can be a challenge. The following activity, designed by Harvey Daniels, allows teachers to hand over a little more responsibility to the students.  While it is the format for Literature Circles, as you can see by the various roles, it could be easily used in the content areas.  


On the back of this newsletter, you will find the various roles that students take on.  It not only describes the roles of the students in the group, but gives some guided questions.  Additionally, I have the Interactive notes that correlate to each of the roles.  So students assign roles, and then receive a worksheet / graphic organizer that corresponds to it.  Then on the day of the discussion, students pull out their worksheet / graphic organizer and share that information with the group. The group then has a chance to respond to it; adding to the information, extending it, evaluating it etc.  


The beauty of these small groups / literature circles is that not each group has to be reading the same thing.  Rather, you can offer 3-5 different readings and let the groups form by what reading they choose.  As stated earlier, another benefit is the sense of ownership that comes with taking charge of your own discussion.  Finally it is a very interactive activity.  


There is a wealth of resources that accompany this unit, so if it looks interesting to you, let me know, and I will help you get started.  














Individual Highlights:


Inside Story	2


Inside Story	3


Inside Story	4


Inside Story	5


Inside Story	6


Inside Story	7


Last Story	8





Special Interest Articles:





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.
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News


AVHS Book Club:  Our book for the month is Water for Elephants.  Join us Wed., February 20th  in Room 132 at 2:30.  


 


Posting:  Reminder that if you choose literacy as your goal, you must  post what you have done, in writing, at avreading.org/bb.  





What are you reading?  I am considering a push to create a board for teachers that they can post in their room, where they simply document what they are currently reading.  Let me know if you are interested.  


















































“I would be most content if my children grew up to be the kind of people who think decorating consists mostly of building enough bookshelves.”


--Anna Quindlen

















Group Discussions and Literature Circles
































