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This activity was the one described in last month’s newsletter’s article “Deeper Reading.”  Here is how it works.  Students read once and score (1-10) their understanding.  They read a second time and score again.  They read a third time and write about it and then score it.  And finally they read a fourth time, talk about it with a partner and score it one last time.  


We Real Cool 

by Gwendolyn Brooks

We real cool.  We

Left school.  We

Lurk late.  We

Strike straight.  We

Sing sin.  We

Thin gin.  We

Jazz June.  We

Die soon.

Score ______

We Real Cool 

by Gwendolyn Brooks

We real cool.  We

Left school.  We

Lurk late.  We

Strike straight.  We

Sing sin.  We

Thin gin.  We

Jazz June.  We

Die soon.

What did you notice about this poem?




We Real Cool 

by Gwendolyn Brooks

We real cool.  We

Left school.  We

Lurk late.  We

Strike straight.  We

Sing sin.  We

Thin gin.  We

Jazz June.  We

Die soon.

Score_______

We Real Cool 

by Gwendolyn Brooks

We real cool.  We

Left school.  We

Lurk late.  We

Strike straight.  We

Sing sin.  We

Thin gin.  We

Jazz June.  We

Die soon.

Discuss with a partner what you noticed about the poem.

Score _____


Score _____

I was reminded over break, time-and-time again, how giving children “choices” (even “perceived choices”) goes a long way to getting them engaged in an activity.  Instead of “You have to eat a vegetable,” it becomes, “You have your choice between beans, corn or carrots.”  Okay, so they still aren’t jumping up and down for veggies, but at least they are more likely to consume the food.  


Sometimes, life in the classroom works the same way.  Offering choices increases the student’s likelihood of completing the work and becoming engaged.  If you get a chance, check out avreading.org/bb.  Jeni Heineman, as part of her goals for this year, is trying something where students have a choice in their readings.  Then, in essence, they become the classroom “experts” on a given topic and are asked to post, on the white board, key or important ideas from the reading.  


Here is the beauty in all of this.  First, students can choose topics that are either of interest to them or topics for which they have some background.  Additionally, they also have some variety in the formats of the readings—some are more narrative while others are more informational, so they can play to their strengths in terms of what they like to read or are good at reading.  


Of course this type of differentiation takes more set-up time.  (In other words, one would need to find 3-5 different reading options versus having everyone read the same material.)  However, the benefits are greater.  One, you have increased involvement across the board.  Two, you have richer discussions because more people have read the material.  Three, you build confidence—especially in the reluctant reader—because they feel like they have taken part in the experience.  














Okay, Jerry Hayes wins the “fun” award this time around.  One of his goals for the year was getting the hockey team hooked up with  kindergartners for a reading experience.  Over the course of the hockey season, the varsity players will visit the schools three times and read to the children.  


It was fun to have our first visit in December.  Its effects are quite important.  First, you have the benefit of exposing them to words.  Second, you have the benefit of exposing them to new stories or information, which will help them in the future.  Third, you have the benefit of keeping them away from television, computers and video games for a short time.  Fourth, you have the benefit of sharing time with them.  Reading to your child will not fix everything, but it certainly is worth the effort.    














Individual Highlights:


Inside Story	2


Inside Story	3


Inside Story	4


Inside Story	5


Inside Story	6


Inside Story	7


Last Story	8





Special Interest Articles:





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.
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News


AVHS Book Club:  Our book for the month is A Thousand Splendid Suns.  Join us Wed., January 23 in Room 132 at 2:30.  


.  


Posting:  Reminder that if you choose literacy as your goal, you must  post what you have done, in writing, at avreading.org/bb.  





Struggling Readers:  If you have a student in class who might be a good candidate for Reading Class, please forward his or her name to me.  















































“When patients can't read, they are not able to do the things necessary to stay healthy. They don't know how to take their medications correctly, they don't understand when to seek medical care, and they don't know how to care for their diseases.” 


--David Baker. M.D., author of Low Literacy Equals Early Death Sentence

















Reading to Children
































