








This is a post-reading strategy that gets the students actively reviewing and talking about the text selection they have finished reading.  You could use this strategy in many different ways by changing the questions / activities around.  You want to try to have six levels of activities for the students to participate in.  This strategy can be used as a way to review a unit or watch a video.

Procedures:

1. Students are in groups and each group has a die with a set of instructions.

2. Students take turns rolling the cube and participating in the activity.  If time, students can roll more than once.

3. Here is a sample of what can be done:

1. Describe it aloud 



(Comprehension)

2. Sketch it.




(Application)

3. List words to tell about it.


(Knowledge)

4. Tell us what is good and bad about it. 
(Evaluation)

5. Compare it. . . What is it like? 

(Analysis)

What it is different from?

6. Connect it. . . What does it make you 
(Synthesis)

think of ?  Why?  

 

The following activity emphasizes the need to monitor comprehension.  It is good to do, especially with difficult texts that require multiple readings for understanding.  Here’s how it works.


Give students a reading; it can be a section or just a paragraph of dense or difficult text.  Ask students to read it, and then at the bottom of the passage they are to give it a score between 1 and 10 (1 = I am absolutely lost; 10= I absolutely understand everything.)


Then once they have done this, ask them to read it a second time and score it again.  Before assigning it a third time, tell them that after this reading, you will have them write about the passage.  So students should be thinking about what they can say in their writing as they read.  Once they are done reading it, they are to write a paragraph or so that summarizes the text or identifies things that confuse them.  When they are done writing, they are to score it again.  


Finally, have them read it a fourth time.  By this time there may be a minor revolt.  Ignore it, and tell them that this time after reading it, they will be asked to discuss it with a small group.  After that, they are to score it a final time.


Now hopefully a couple things happened.  First, their score should have been getting progressively better.  Second, they should be able to get more and more from the text each time they read it.  


In the end, you want them to talk about how re-reading is important to the act of comprehension.  That writing and talking about difficult passages can also be effective strategies for bringing meaning to difficult texts.  














I finally figured it out the other day.  I’m being clicked on.  You see, I have the sneaky suspicion that sometimes my students forget that I am not the internet, where you can “click” to a new screen every 2.5 seconds to find more interesting or dynamic information.  I can tell because they get these funny expressions on their faces where they look confused and begin blinking a lot—sometimes I see their fingers banging on the imaginary mouse over-and-over, hoping that if they click often enough, the screen will change.


Okay, it’s a bit of an exaggeration, but I am sure many of you have had the same impression.  Thus we are left to ask the question, “How do we deal with students in the new age?”  Believe it or not, researchers have started to examine this very same question.  They have even dubbed a field of study called “attention economy.”  They are looking at building a model of how attention works.  Some suggest that there is a finite amount of attention that we, as people, have.  And that in the modern age, we have begun to manipulate how we not only partition that attention  (multi-tasking) but also how we exercise that attention (hyper speed, non-linear reading on the web versus deeper, extended linear reading of printed texts).  


The answers will not come soon.  And though it might be a little frightening, we need to find new ways to do the old things.  














Individual Highlights:


Inside Story	2


Inside Story	3


Inside Story	4


Inside Story	5


Inside Story	6


Inside Story	7


Last Story	8





Special Interest Articles:





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.


























Are you looking for a new project idea?  Let me introduce you to Pecha Kucha.  It is a Japanese phrase for “chatter” or so I’ve been told.  Anyway, it was developed by architects who tended to wax poetic too long on their projects for presentations.  So, the following format was established to put structure and – even limitations—to their presentations.


Students are told to develop a powerpoint presentation of 20 slides.  Each slide is set for 20 seconds.  Then, on the day of the presentation, the student clicks to start the presentation, and they are forced to move on to a new visual / topic every 20 seconds. 


The format can be altered.  So if for you purposes it would work to have them simply use 10 slides for 20 seconds, or perhaps 20 slides for 10 seconds, you find a format that is fitting.


The benefits of this are numerous.  First, students are quite familiar with powerpoint.  Second, powerpoint is available  for more and more students at home-though you would most likely need to allow computer time for those who do not have that access.  Third, it makes for a much more interesting presentation set-up.  You do run into some glitches with transferring presentations from point A to Point B and with differences in systems, but  it is getting easier, as students (and teachers) become more savy.  Visit AVReading.org to see a sample.  
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News


AVHS Book Club:  Our book for the month is Ask Me  No Questions by Marina Budhos    Join us Wed., Oct. 10th in Room 132 at 2:30.  


.  


Posting:  Reminder that if you choose literacy as your goal, you must  post what you have done, in writing, at avreading.org/bb.  





Struggling Readers:  If you have a student in class who might be a good candidate for Reading Class, please forward his or her name to me.  















































“It is reassuring, though hardly amazing, that readers attend more concerts and theatre than non-readers, but it is surprising that they exercise more and play more sports-- no matter what their educational level.  The cold statistics confirm something that most readers know but have mostly been reluctant to declare as fact-- books change lives for the better. 


Dana Gioia


Chairman, National Endowment for the Arts




















I Think They Are Clicking on Me
































