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Notetaking Process Breaks

· Lecture and have students take 3 column notes (What? So What? Personal Notes)  Students are to take notes in the What? section.  Every 12 minutes they stop to write under the So What? section.  And after talking with a partner (for 1-2 minutes), they are to make some type of personal response. 

· Students take 2 column notes.  On the left they put the notes of your lecture / activity.  On the right, once or twice a period, the teacher stops to have students complete one of the following—alone or in pairs, the second column.

· List 3 important ideas from the lecture

· Write a bumper sticker 

· Come up with a  catchy slogan for an ad campaign

· Write a text message for the most important detail you learned

· Sketch an important idea

· Ask a question 

Think Pair Share

· Teachers present an idea to class.  Give students a moment to “think” about it silently.  Then give students 1-3 minutes to discuss it with a partner.  Finally, the teacher calls on people to share their ideas with the class. 

Graffiti Notes

· Have an idea or concept written on the board as students enter.  Make board markers available for students.  As they come in, they are to pick up a board marker and respond to the prompt on the board.   Their comments then become the foundation of the day’s discussion / activity.

What’s Missing

· This works well with analyzing persuasive essays or stories.  After studying a document or essay or story, simply ask the question, what is missing in this document?  Ask students to work in pairs to come up with a response.  

Notes about Grouping: 

· The higher the level of questioning the smaller the group should be.  If you want them to do critical thinking, they need to be in groups of 2 or 3.  Otherwise, it is too easy for a student to disappear in discussions.  

· Establish a quick system for pairing or grouping students.  If it becomes a regular event in your class, then it should be easy for them to change in and out of small group / large group mode. 

· Establish the expectation that everyone needs to talk.  Hold them accountable as you circulate throughout the room during their discussions.   If you suspect that they haven’t had the discussion, simply ask person A what person B said.  If they don’t have a response, ask them to do the discussion over again.  It takes times.  And sometimes students need to be trained or instructed on how to converse, but in the long run, it pays off.  

 Okay, I see these grant opportunities posted all of the time.  I get emails about potential grants from some big organization and corporation and I think, “Why even try? There must be millions of people applying for this grant.”


This last summer, as part of a grad school class, I was told to find a grant and apply for it.  Grudgingly, I searched for one and found something that seemed to fit my specific needs.  I sent it in, and believe it or not, I got it—a $2,500 grant from Best Buy to use for a DLP (LP Projector) and an IPod (for downloading audiobooks). 


It may have been a bit of beginner’s luck, but I’ll take what I can get.  The entire application process took just 3 or 4 hours.  It was tedious, but in the long run it was worth it.  


Teachers are busy people: lesson planning, grading, professional developing, contacting parents.  The list can go on and on.  But I know that teachers are also looking for ways to improve their classroom . . . if only they had the resources.  Winning grants can enable teachers to implement those improvements.    














Last week, I attended a workshop devoted to differentiated instruction.  While the title of the workshop suggested that this would be a day about using varied instruction, I was surprised to find out that it was really a day about engaging students.  


Lin Kuzmich, author, professor, and educational consultant, started by showing how students are changing.  She referred to the trends where children are becoming more visual learners who need more interactive and engaging instruction than they did 10 years ago.  She cited some new brain research that indicates, students 12 years of age and older need to have “meaning breaks” every 7-12 minutes to engage with the material.


She went on to describe a number of activities, very quick and easy to use, to make what she called “process” or “meaning” breaks.  This fall, I wrote about them and called them “engagement checks.”  They are all basically the same thing.  They work really well when trying to keep a class involved and active in classes.  They also work well with classes of that have a large difference between the ability levels.  


One of the nice benefits of process checks is that you can monitor whether they get it or not and than adapt or modify the plan for the day based on what has happened, thus insuring a richer educational process.   


For this month, I have included another set of engagement checks that are easy to incorporate into class.  Let me know what works if you try any.  


 














Individual Highlights:


Inside Story	2


Inside Story	3


Inside Story	4


Inside Story	5


Inside Story	6


Inside Story	7


Last Story	8





Special Interest Articles:





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.
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News


Book Club:  This month’s book is Jane Hamilton’s Map of the World.  Join us Monday, April 17th in Room 111 at 2:30.





Short Workshop Opportunities:  Workshops for Six Traits of Writing, Classroom Libraries,  Literacy Skills in Content Areas  are available during the day at the DO.  See Scott Voss for details. 





MCA Test:  All 10th graders will be taking the MCA Reading test on April 25th.   


















































“Literacy in the 21st century will mean the ability to find information, decode it, critically evaluate it, organize it into personal digital libraries and find meaningful ways to share it with others.  Information is a raw material – students will need to learn to build with it.”


-- Thomas Friedman

















Process Breaks and Engagement Checks








Engagement Checks Revisted


























