




Activity 1  Book Walk--  Physically turn the pages of the book with your class, explaining to them the various features, subjects, and organizational patterns of the material.  

















After the book walk, answer the following questions. 


Why is this book being used for this class?


How will the book be used?


What are the teacher’s expectations for readings?


What are my strengths as a student when it comes to reading? 


What are my weaknesses as a student when it comes to reading?

















After the book walk, write responses to the following prompts.


How is the book organized?


What are two features in the book that will help me to understand the text?


How does this textbook compare with other textbooks in regard to layout, design, user-friendliness? 


What has been difficult for me when reading textbooks in the past?  


What types of things can I do as I read to help understand and remember the text?


What can I do after reading the text to help remember the information I have read?


What can I do when I come to information that I do not understand?  














Individual Highlights:


Inside Story	2


Inside Story	3


Inside Story	4


Inside Story	5


Inside Story	6


Inside Story	7


Last Story	8





Special Interest Articles:





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.





























Activity 3 Textbook and Personal Inventory
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Activity 6 Textbook Preview—Building Background Knowledge





Activity 5 Textbook Evaluation





Activity 4 Textbook and Personal Inventory





Activity 2 Scavenger Hunt





After the book walk, reflect on the book’s strengths and weaknesses in the following categories.


Area of evaluation�
Strength�
Weakness�
�
Design and Lay-out (visual appeal)�
�
�
�
User-friendliness�
�
�
�
Extra materials for hard to understand sections�
�
�
�
Density of text�
�
�
�
Vocabulary�
�
�
�
Organization�
�
�
�
Size and weight�
�
�
�









What page would I find. . .


the definition of the word. . .


the subjects of chapters 8-10?


where I can read more about the specific topic of  . . .


information about the authors?


the date this was published?


the preview to the  first chapter?


key words for the second chapter?





Last year, I made the technological leap of faith into the world of blogging.  For someone who doesn’t know much about websites like me, you may not be able to tell the difference between a blog and a website.  


Visit AVReading.org and you will see a few key indicators that it is a blog.  For one thing, it is very easy to update on my part.  Posting a message does not involve contacting Byron or Denise, or anyone within the building.  But rather, can be done rather easily.


As a reader of the website, you will notice the other indicator—readers have the chance to post responses to what they see on the site.  This is a great way to interact with your audience.


What is posted at AVReading.org?  First, you can find all of the back issues of the AVReading Newsletter which contain a number of reading strategies for teachers to use.  Also you will find links to the latest research in education.  


At the moment, you will find links to research on student homework completion and rigor of classes—both of which provide some interesting insight on students and their perceptions of school.  


You can also find out what books have been hot, and those that have not, under the “Mr. Voss’ Current Read”.  


Join the fun at AVReading.org.  





Professional Development is Key





Check out AVReading.org for the latest





Apple Valley’s Reading Coordinator Can Help You!








We’re on the Web!


See us at:


www.avreading.org





Scott Voss


Reading Coordinator


AVHS


14450 Hayes Road





Phone:


(651)681-6969#3409





E-Mail:


scott.voss@district196.org





Apple Valley High School














There are a number of ways that I can be helpful to you here at AVHS.  Part of my job description is to help teachers across the content areas develop strategies that will enable their students to succeed, especially when there is a good deal of reading involved.  


Last year, I believe that I had contact with a little less than 10% of the teachers here at AVHS, and I would like to encourage even more teachers to come to me in the upcoming year.  You can ask for help, show me what has worked in your class, or just bounce a few ideas off me.  Listed below are some of the things I have done in the past.  


Helped write (or re-write) lesson plans that may involve literacy elements.


Modeled reading strategies.  


Offered research on various topics pertaining to “teaching reading”


Made DRP scores accessible to teachers and offered them some suggestions as to how to adapt their lessons to meet the needs of the reading levels in their classes.


Assisted in choosing books or reading materials for classes. 


Surveyed the staff in regards to reading assignments.


Stop by my desk, located between Rooms 111 and 112, and let me know what you think.  








After the book walk, you will be assigned one chapter as a group.  Skim and scan the chapter and see if you can provide answers to the following questions based on your brief examination.  


Who 


What


Why 


When


Where


You will briefly present your findings to the class.  














Richard Allington in his book Schools that Work (I think he stole the title from Steve), refers to a study that examined effective schools.  They discovered that one of the key components to a successful school is the percentage of staff who sees professional development as a life-long pursuit versus an occasional event.  


The study stated that there were three kinds of schools:  schools on the move, schools that were stuck and schools in between.  To be a school on the move, at least 85% of the staff had to believe that professional development should be on-going.  


Here are a some ways to keep up on professional development:  subscribe to a professional journal in your content area, join a professional organization, attend a seminar or conference, take a class, join Tapedin.org, and visit your reading coordinator!!!! 
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