








I identified this activity a few years ago, but it deserves repeating.  Take an article (or anything you have photocopied for the class), and insert boxes throughout the text, no more than two per page.  Ask students to read the text, and when they come to a box, they are to write out a thought they had.  (See last month’s newsletter for “thinking prompts” to help them.)  Below is an example what it may look like.  


Thought Boxes tell us a lot about student comprehension.  More than quizzes or tests on readings, they indicate more accurately what students take from the texts.  You can collect the articles and grade them, or just circulate throughout the room and briefly observe what they have written.  And once again, they can be a good starting point for small group discussions.  
Recently, I had the chance to talk to a middle school testing administrator.  In our conversation, she explained that students are tested a great deal in those middle years.  In fact, for 8th graders, here is a breakdown of just the standardized tests that they take.


- 2 MAP Reading Tests


-  2 MAP Math Tests


- MCA Reading


- MCA Math


- MCA Science


-  OLSAT


Stduents spend over 16 hours of class time taking standardized tests.  This raises a number of concerns:


-Is all of the data being used?


- Do the tests measure the same things?


-What effect does this have on what is being taught in class?


-What effect does this have on student perceptions of themselves?


-What effect does this have on student perceptions of school?


Looking into a student’s scores last week, I came across another problem:  How accurate are the test scores?  For example, when looking at a student’s scores, I notice that over the course of one year, the student was jumping up—and down—on the percentile raking across 3 different tests.  So the student placed in the top 50% in one test, the bottom 30% in another, and about 17% in the last test.  Is the student regressing?  Or does his perception of testing fade through the year until it just doesn’t seem to matter.  Here is my point, when looking at test scores, teachers must examine with the understanding that they are very limited in what they tell us, and that “over testing” our students will lead to long term problems with student attitudes of tests and schools.  

















 Insert is a during reading strategy that works well with a copied article, or if you give students post-it notes to use in their texts. You want to emphasize what students think as they read, or (for some) encourage students to think as they read.  Here is how it works.  (This strategy was taken from Textbooks and the Students Who Can’t Read Them.)


Assign a reading to the class.  Have students copy down the following symbols on a sturdy blank book marker to use while they are engaged in the reading activity.


X I thought differently


+ New information


!  Wow


?? I don’t understand


* Very important


When students come to class, you can do a number of things.  You could do a quick check.  You could pair students up and have them share the thoughts they had, as indicated by the various symbols.    You may also try to find patterns within your class.  Do you notice that they are relying on one of the symbols too much?    Is there a symbol they do not seem to be utilizing?  Observations could be the basis of a quick mini-lesson on that particular strain of thought.  














Individual Highlights:


Inside Story	2


Inside Story	3


Inside Story	4


Inside Story	5


Inside Story	6


Inside Story	7


Last Story	8





Special Interest Articles:





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.
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News


AVHS Book Club:  Our book for the month is Melissa De La Cruz’s Angels on Sunset Boulevard.    Join us Wed., Oct. 10th in Room 132 at 2:30.  


.  


Grant Writing:  Do you have an interesting teaching idea? Winning grants can help you actualize those dreams.   See me about finding and writing grants.  





Reading Goals:  Make “Reading” part of your Professional Development goals.  More information will be coming later this month.  


















































“There is a natural reward for reading.  One finds out something.  Getting wanted information from the marks on the page is an obvious motivation for learning to read, and every effort should be made to encourage and take advantage of it.”


--Gibson and Levin, 1975

















“Insert “:  A Useful During-Reading Strategy
































