










Throughout the year, we will examine the types of things that students should be mentally thinking as they read.  The following “thinking prompts” were used by Tara Orstad—I believe she got them at one of the Content Area Reading Seminars last year.  Post these on the walls or print them off for students.   They can be used to cue student thinking in a number of “During Reading” Activities.

	Making a Connection

· This reminds me of . . .

· This part is like. . .

· This character (fill in name) is like (name) because . . .

· This is similar to . . .

· The differences are . . .

· I also (name something in the text that has happened to you). . .

· I never (name something in the text that has never happened to you). . .

· This character makes me think of . . .

· This setting reminds me of . . .
	Make a Comment

· This is good because. . .

· This is hard because. . . 

· This is confusing because. . .

· I like the part where. . . 

· I don’t like this part because. . .

· My favorite part so far is. . .

· I think that. . .

	Clarify Something

· Now I understand. . .

· Oh, I get it. . .

· This makes sense now . . .

· No, I think it means. . .

· I agree with you.  This means. . .

· At first I thought (fill in detail), but now I think. . .

· This part is really saying. . .
	Ask a Question

· Why did. . .

· What’s this part about. . .

· How is this (fill in detail) like this (fill in detail). . .

· What would happen if. . .

· Why. . . 

· What does this section (fill in detail) mean. . . 

· Do you think that. . .

· I don’t get this part here . . .

	Make a Prediction

· I predict that. . .

· I bet that. . .

· I think that. . .

· Since this happened (fill in detail), then I bet the next thing that is going to happen is. . .

· Reading this part makes me think that this (fill in detail) is about to happen.

· I wonder if. . . 
	


Over the last three years, we have made some important strides in developing literacy across the curriculum here at AVHS.  In the first year, we surveyed the staff and examined our current practices.  In the second year, we developed a committee, the Literacy Planning Committee, that addressed some of the concerns we recognized from the survey.  Last year, we devoted the year to using Pre-Reading strategies across the building.  


From this strong foundation, we hope to continue our growth and keep working toward our mission of meeting the needs of all of our students.


Here are a few literacy goals for the upcoming school year.  Of course improving test scores is listed, and it is important, but the over riding goal is to continue to provide a quality education.  


Increase the number of teachers using literacy strategies.


Review last year’s Pre-Reading Strategies.


Have each teacher try two new “During Reading” strategies this year.


Engage more of the disenfranchised students.


Convert from  DRP to MAP.


Improve test scores.  

















According to reading research, the good reader employs a healthy toolbox of strategies when they sit down to read.  Most of the time, they do it without much thought.  A struggling or reluctant reader, most oftentimes a reader who has not grown up in a language rich environment, doesn’t have the meta-cognitive skills necessary to navigate important or difficult texts.  


For these students, explicit and repeated instruction is needed.  We begin with the idea that reading is a process, not an event.  Like exercise, it requires work before the workout, during the workout, and even after the workout.  Too many times, the reluctant reader wants to jump right in and begin reading the text.  


Last year, we emphasized the strategies and lessons necessary to help students get ready to read.  These activities focused on background information, activated prior knowledge, making connections, asking questions, and predicting.  


Assuming that we continue to do the Pre-Reading activities, we will now emphasize things that students can do while they read.  They will run the range of graphic organizers, note taking, and highlighting.  We will show you how to make the most of post-its, scaffolds, think alouds, reciprocal teaching, and thought boxes. 


Regardless of your student’s reading level, we believe that these lessons will help your student become more independent and more capable of reading complex texts.   














Individual Highlights:


Inside Story	2


Inside Story	3


Inside Story	4


Inside Story	5


Inside Story	6


Inside Story	7


Last Story	8





Special Interest Articles:





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.
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News


AVHS Book Club:  Our first meeting will be on Wednesday, September 12 in Room 132


.  


Professional Development Opportunities:  In-district and Out-of-District Seminars and Conferences are available, including a workshop with Kelly Gallagher (Author of Reading Reasons) this fall.  





Would you like to see some of these literacy strategies in use?  The AV Reading Center is set-up as a lab, where teachers can come in and observe me using various literacy strategies.  See me if you are interested. 















































“In our culture, TV—above all—dominates literacy.  The authority of literature—if not the number of readers has declined.  But books need readers.”


-- Susan Sontag

















During Reading Strategies 
































