





 



Cloze Activity—American  Pageant Chapter 22

The battle was done, the buglers silent.  Bone-weary and __________, the American people, North and South, now faced the __________ challenges of peace.  Four questions loomed large.  How would the__________, physically devastated by war and socially revolutionized by emancipation, be__________?  How would liberated blacks fare as free men and__________?  How would the Southern states be reintegrated into the__________?  And who would direct the process of Reconstruction—__________ states themselves, the president, or Congress?  

 Here a few quick pre-reading activities that could really make a difference in  helping your students understand the text, or maybe even motivate them to read the text.


YouTube / Mediathatmattersfest.org:  These websites are a new resource that could very well revolutionize the way we use video in class.  Are you worried that your students have little to no background knowledge on a topic?  Would you like to make the topics / content come to life?  These websites provide short clips of video for a very wide variety of topics.  They work as a great alternative to showing full length movies; often times they are more precise in their message and content, and they are certainly more efficient in delivering content.


Cloze Activity:  (See sample on the back of  this newsletter).  Cloze activities are not only a great reading activity, but also a wonderful way to expose your students to the general content area of your chapter / unit.  Here is how it works.  Take the first paragraph of a chapter.  Remove every 10th word or so, and ask students, (individually or in pairs) to figure out the missing words.  


Graffiti  Notes:  Have a question posted on the board regarding the content of the day’s lesson or reading.  (It should be an open ended question).  As students enter the room, they should move to the front of the room and write their response to it.  (ie.—Why is it important to make predictions before you read?  Why do you think Tom Sawyer did not want to go home?) Graffiti notes are a great way to pool the information they already possess and to figure out where they collectively need more information.  


Post-It:  This is a variation of the graffiti note exercise, only hand them a post-it note as they enter and ask them to respond to a prompt quickly.  Collect the post-its, and group them on the board.  














Since Tzitel came home over a year ago from a conference on Discipline with Dignity, I have heard time and time again (from her) about these little things we can do in our classrooms to establish the proper tone and environment—to be preventative in our approach to discipline.


Of all the little tips she shared with me, the one that has probably had the most impact is the “Meet and Greet”.  For those who are moving from class to class between periods, it isn’t possible, obviously; however, if you are fortunate enough to be in the same room for more than one period it is well worth the time.


The “Meet and Group” is simply the act of standing at the door of your room to say hello and welcome your students to a class.  It may be simple, but here is what you get.


1.  You let the student know first and foremost that you know their name  and that you see them as an individual.  You may not have the opportunity to talk with them at length, but you at least have this chance to say “Hello and welcome”. 2.  You send the message that this is your “turf” and that you are in control of that environment.  It brings almost a sense of formality to the occasion.  3.  It allows you to close the door (if there is one) and start exactly on the second bell.  Once again, this sends the message that this is important and that we are going to make the most of it.  4.  It puts you in the hall where visibility is key.  It is amazing how students are much more aware of their language and actions when adults are present.  5.  It gives you a chance to survey students quickly, and for next year’s dress code it would be a good chance to resolve any of those issues at the very start.  


Once again, it is such a simple thing to do, but the benefits are great.  

















Individual Highlights:


Inside Story	2


Inside Story	3


Inside Story	4


Inside Story	5


Inside Story	6


Inside Story	7


Last Story	8





Special Interest Articles:





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.
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News


AVHS Book Club:  The Book of the Month is Sloppy Firsts  by Megan Mccafferty.  Join us on April 24th in Room 132 at 2:30.  





MCA II Tests:  The MCA II Reading Test for 10th graders will be on April 25th.  





SORLA Classes for the Summer:  Earn credits this summer, here in the southern metro area.  Hand-outs appeared in your mailboxes last week. See me if you would like to learn more.  


 


Hamline Classes:  Hamline is offering a reading licensure program right here in AV.  See Scott Voss for details.  















































“There is every indication that , in spite of the laws, significant numbers of enslaved black people were trying to learn how to read and write . .  .  Collectively, this secret learning represented a people’s thrust toward new self-definitions, toward creative transformation of a culture.”


--Vincent Harding, There is a River
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