







 


As part of our yearlong, on-going goal of promoting Pre-Reading Activities across the curriculum, I will highlight a couple from the book Tools for Teaching Content Literacy which was given to every teacher at the start of the year. 


When assigning students a reading, they can sometimes be overwhelmed with the text simply because they feel as though they do not know anything about the topic.  However, after doing a few activities with them, they are generally surprised to find out that they know more about the topic then they had originally thought.   

Skimming and Scanning


After assigning a reading, ask students to work in pairs.  Have them skim and scan the text for five minutes, and tell them that you are going to ask them to recall as much as they can remember from that five minute “speed reading”.  


When the five minutes is up, hand them the hand-out for Skimming and Scanning; it can be found in the Appendix of Tools for Teaching Content Literacy.   Have them jot down as many first impressions and fast facts as they can recall from the skimming and scanning.  


You may want to pull them back together as a full class and have them share some of their ideas with the class.  In this way, you both activate the backgrounds of those students who know something about the topic and you build background for those who do not.  

Write-a-Round


I got this idea from Tara Orstad who attended a workshop and completed the following activity.  It works well at any stage in the reading process, but I’ll highlight it here as a good pre-reading activity.


After the teacher assigns a reading, and perhaps after they skimmed and scanned the text, put students into groups or three or four.  Each is to have a piece of paper.  When told to begin, students will write about the topic of the reading.  You can leave the prompt fairly open ended, or you can be rather specific.  For ELL students, you may want to provide a sentence starter to get them going in the right direction.  So on the board you would write, “I think this section of reading will be about . . .   Some things I know about this topic are . . .”  


Students are then given a 2-3 minute segment to freewrite.  When the time passes, they are to send the sheet to the next person in the group, who then reads the first person’s thoughts and  writes a response to what was stated.  Once again, for ELL students you may want to provide sentence starters.  


This continues until the papers have been passed to everyone in the group.  Be sure that the original writers do not see the responses until the paper has been passed all the way around the group.   


This is a fantastic writing and pre-reading activity even if they student does not know much about the topic because they get to cash in on the expertise of the other students in the group.  

It is hard not to be impressed by the rush of new books out in the market at the moment.  I don’t know if it is because the quality has improved, or because I have spent more time actually looking at the new releases.  From books for professional development to adolescent literature to good non-fiction choices, there are so many wonderful books to have at our disposal.


Professional Development Books


Socratic Seminars and Literature Circles for Middle and High School English


Math Talk: Mathematical Ideas in Poems for Two Voices


Readers for Life:  The Ultimate Reading Fitness Guide


Reading Aloud Across the Curriculum


Adolescent Literature


Sold by Patrick McCormick


Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson


Drift X  by Todd Strasser and Craig Phillilps


The Amazing Life of Octavian Nothing by MT Anderson


The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane by Kate DiCamillo


Non-fiction


A Millon Dots by Andrew Clements and Mike Reed


Warriors Don’t Cry by  Melba Pattillo Beals


Wasted by Marya Hornbacher


You Look Too Young to Be  a Mom


Gregor Mendel:  The Friar who Grew Peas


Time and Time again, we learn that the key to getting students to read is finding the right books.  Filling our rooms with interesting, dynamic and exciting books to read is critical to this end.  If you are interested in learning how to incorporate more books into your class, please let me know.  














A link between reading rates and health might be a bit tenuous, but there are some indicators that this is the case.  When I mention this to students, they like to argue, but I point out two different studies and a general assumption.  


One study shows that people can delay the onset of Alzheimer’s by keeping the mind active, and reading was documented as a good activity for this (Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, March 2001).  


Another study shows that people who have lower reading levels may have trouble with prescription labels.  “Although 70.7% of patients with low literacy correctly stated the instructions, ‘Take two tablets by mouth twice daily,’ only 34.7% could demonstrate the number of pills to be taken daily,” according to the Annals of Internal Medicine, December 2006.  Beyond this, people who read about issues of health are simply more aware of how to take better care of their bodies.


Once again, this may not be overly persuasive in and of itself, when you share it with students.  Coupled with other “reading reasons,” it begins to look like reading is a significant and meaningful life-long habit to form.  

















Individual Highlights:


Inside Story	2


Inside Story	3


Inside Story	4


Inside Story	5


Inside Story	6


Inside Story	7


Last Story	8





Special Interest Articles:





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.





























Scott Voss (651)683-6969 #93409


Reading Coordinator AVHS





Hot New Books





January 1, 2007


Volume 3, Issue 4





AV Reading




































































































































































































































































































































































News


AVHS Book Club:  The Book of the Month is Dark Fire by Christine Feehan.  Join us on January 16th in Room 132 at 2:30.  





Teaching Tools for Content Teachers:  Check out the great literacy strategies in the flip book you received during workshop week.





Discipline with Dignity Workshop:   Find out more about this excellent professional development opportunity.  It will be on February 21 in Bloomington.   


















































“Some books are to be tasted, others to be swallowed, and some few to be chewed and digested: that is, some books are to be read only in parts, others to be read, but not curiously, and some few to be read wholly, and with diligence and attention.” 


--Sir Francis Bacon

















Reading Helps You Live Longer 
































